
Philosophy 759 Applied Ethics  
Fall 2014-15 

 
Instructor: Dr. Elisabeth Gedge 
Office: UH 303 
Class: Tuesdays, 10.00-12.30 pm 
Office hrs:  by appointment 
 
Course description: 
The primary topic of this course will be recent feminist work on the concept of vulnerability, its 
theoretical significance and its application in a variety of domains. Questions to be considered 
include: What is vulnerability? To what obligations does it give rise? Is vulnerability a shared 
feature of being human, or does it demarcate particular groups or sets of properties? Is it 
essentially relational? How does it impact on ethics in the spheres of aging, childhood, disability, 
research, reproduction? 
 
Text:  
Catriona Mackenzie, Wendy Rogers, and Susan Dodds (eds), Vulnerability: New Essays in Ethics 
and Feminist Philosophy (Oxford, 2014). 
 
Course Requirements:  
Weekly reading summaries (approx. 1 page): 10/11 weeks   - 10% 
Seminar presentation                                                               - 20% 
Paper outline (due on or before November 4)                           
Major paper (due December 9):                                                   - 80% 
 
The purpose of the weekly summaries is to ensure that students come to the seminar ready to 
discuss the material in an informed and critical manner. The summary should include a question 
for discussion by the group.  
 
Each student will choose a date and topic for a seminar presentation. The presentation will be 
based on the reading for the week, and should engage the class in a critical discussion of the ideas 
presented. The grade will be determined by the accuracy of the textual interpretation, and the 
depth and interest of the critique presented. It is likely that students will want to use the 
presentation as a basis for the major paper. 
 
An outline of the proposed major paper is due by November 4. Each student will send me her/his 
outline in advance of an appointment to discuss it. The outline should describe the critical aim of 
the paper and sketch the argument to be taken.  If secondary materials are to be used these should 
be identified.  
 
The major paper should be 12-15 pages. Students may submit drafts of their paper for review 
prior to November 25. 
 
Academic dishonesty consists of misrepresentation by deception or by other fraudulent means and can 
result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the 
transcript (notation reads:  “Grade of F assigned for academic dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion 
from the university. It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty.  For 
information on the various kinds of academic dishonesty please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy, 
specifically Appendix 3, located at http://www.mcmaster.ca/senate/academic/ac_integrity.htm 
The following illustrates only three forms of academic dishonesty: 



1. Plagiarism, e.g. the submission of work that is not one’s own or for which other credit has been obtained.   
2. Improper collaboration in group work.  
3. Copying or using unauthorized aids in tests and examinations. 
 
 
Schedule of Readings 
 
Sept. 9:    Introduction (pp. 1-29) 
 
       16:    Mackenzie: “The Importance of Relational Autonomy and Capabilities for an 
Ethics of Vulnerability”; (pp.33-59) 
 
       23:    Rogers: “Vulnerability and Bioethics” (pp. 60-87) 
 
       30:    Formosa: “The Role of Vulnerability in Kantian Ethics” (pp.88-109) 
 
Oct.  7:    Walker: “Moral Vulnerability and the Task of Reparations” (pp. 110-133) 
 
       14:    Anderson: “Autonomy and Vulnerability” (pp.134-161) 
 
       21:    Thompson: “Being in time: Ethics and Temporal Vulnerability” (pp.162-178) 
 
       28:    Dodds: “Dependence, Care and Vulnerability” (pp.181-203) 
 
Nov. 4:    Scully: “Disability and Vulnerability: On Bodies, Dependence, and Power” (pp. 
204-221) (Paper outlines due) 
 
        11:   Friedman: “Moral Responsibility for Coerced Wrongoing: The Case of Abused 
Women Who “Fail to Protect” Their Children” (222-241) 
 
        18:   Lotz: “Parental Values and Children’s Vulnerability” (pp.242-265) 
 
        25:   Mullin: “Children, Vulnerability, and Emotional Harm” (pp.266-287) (Last 
date to submit draft paper for review) 
 
Dec.  2: “Vulnerability and Aging in the Context of Care” (pp.288-307)  


